Dea;' Mr. Spector: Z )VAS]

In compliance with your request, I have listed some names of people

- working on mutation ratés ‘in the inddcaésed organisms. However, I must
admit to a-lack of enthusiasm for the project. In fuct, I hope very care-
- ful consideration was given to the probable value of such af tabilation.

- You are better aware of its context; to me it seems probably worthless,
Af for no other reason than that there is no absolute basis for stating

a mutation rate: the rates depend not only on the environmental conditions
and the stage of development of the orgamism, but also on the genstic
background of the individual. In addition, the '"selected rates"”, unless
very carefully qualified are bound to be regarded as typical of the species,
when in fact the xamxg range over which rate msasurements can be made 1s
restricted by the technclogy of the orgamism. In the face of these quali-~
fications, which are toc numerocus to be discussed in adequadé detail in

any handbook, I would seriously question what value the tabulation can
have!

Yours sindsrely,

Joshua Lederberg
Profaessor of Genetics
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H. J. Maller U/Indiana

J . Gomn IO'a

Patterson U/Texas

Burdatte Surgry Tulane 0.

Kaplan City-of-Hope Duarte, Calif.
C.5tera U/Cal Berkeley

Rollaender--ORNL

Altenburg Rice Inst.
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‘ M. Stahmann Biochem U/#Wia
J. Gowen Genetics Iowa A
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3. luria Bacteriology U/Illincis Urbana o

“, Braun OmlC Camp Betrick, Hd.

F.J. Rgan Zoelogy Columbia Univ

4. Demepes Genetics Carnegle Inst., Cold Spring Harbor, L.I1.,!.Y.
U, dewcombe Blology Atomic ¥nargy of Camada, Ltd.p Chalk Aiver,(nt.
A. Hollmender Bioclogy ORNL -

A, Novick Biophysice U/Chy - -
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